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The inscription at Chadalla, located 4 miles away from Punganuru on the Punganur-Chowde-
palle road, is set up to the east of the village nearby a tank. It was first noticed in 1906 by the Epigra-
phical Department of Government of India and kitet by the present author in 1972.

The inscription is in archaic Kannada script and language of the ninth century A. D. It is
engraved on a gneissic rectangular slab (dimensions 1.25 ms. x 1.10 ms.). The letters are deeply grooved
and are fairly clear. There are 11 lines, and the average size of the characters range from 9 cms. to
4.5 cms. The shape of the letters though angular in some cases is round in general.

The inscription states that during the reign of MahSvali Baiiarasa, when some one (?) was
ruling Valla, a locality situated in Badugavali, 12,000, the Ba$arasa led a campaign on behalf of
Permanadi Ganga against the Nolambi, Rachamalla and Mayindadi and attacked the enemies at
Soremadi. In that battle certain warrior named MSdhavarasa of Kunganur son of Kalappa, having
fought valiantly and slain a number of enemies and horses is slated to have fallen in the battle. In recogni-
tion of his services the king bestowed upon his family three kambas of land. There are the Ubual
imprecatory lines at the end.

Historical Background

The Ba^as, who ruled the tract, comprising the present parts of Chittoor and Kolar districts
were a decisive force who played a key role in the political events of far-reaching effect around 9th - 10th
century A.D. The battle of Soremadi was a turning point in the Ba#a history in particular, and the
NQlambas, Gangas and Vaidumbas in general.

There are several inscriptions1 attesting the fact that the B&flas and the Vaidumbas on behalf of
the Ganga-contender Permanadi, made a fierce assault on the fort of Soremadi, which was defended by
the combined forces of NSjambi, Rachamalla and Mayindadi and other minor chiefs. Soremadi, seems
to have been the last of the several battles2 between the parties and it decided the fate of the
Ba^ia confederacy once and for all. Consequently Rachamalla's hold over the Ganga throne as against
that of his rival claimant Permanadi (?) was firmly retained.

In the first place, there is no date mentioned in the inscription nor the precise name of the Bana
king whose titles are mentioned. In the absence of the above two clues we have to resort to synchronisa-
tion of the contemporary personages and events. Though we have several inscriptions which corrobo-

1.  ARE. 543/1906; 533/1906; 295/1905; 296/1905; 380/1922; 310/1922.
2.  ARE. 103/1899,